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4 June 2021  

Dear members of the St Mary’s DSG community 
 

The half of the year has crept up on us at a great rate barely giving us the time to acknowledge 
our six-month journey. As we prepare for our half term it is important to reflect on our time 
since January and review the goals that we may have set for ourselves at the start of the year. 
It has certainly been an interesting and exciting six months and the campaigns that the school 
has run, #LISTEN in Term 1 and #DSGILLUMINATE in Term 2 have given us food for thought 
and have intentionally set precursors that guide our interactions with each other.  We continue 
to dedicate the next six months to building relationships and creating awareness of the power 
of personal impact on others.  
 
Last week we bid Mrs Van Rooyen and Sister Annika farewell. We are grateful for their 
dedication and service to the school. Mrs Van Rooyen will be missed for her kind and bubbly 
personality. She made a great contribution to the French department and we wish her well as 
she embarks on a new adventure in a new country. Sister Annika looked after our girls when 
they were sick and needed care.  She played an integral role on the Covid Committee and her 
expertise contributed to the successful operations of this team. We wish her well as she 
embarks on a new career pathway.  
 

Transformation and Diversity update 

The School embarked on a six month journey with Navigate Consulting Africa in January to 

assist in developing a strategy to address transformation, diversity and inclusion. Surveys 

were sent to parents, staff and students to gather feedback from the broader community on 

their experiences of the School and to gauge which practices currently serve the School 

community and which need to be reviewed. The feedback from these surveys has been 

shared with the staff, the Governing Body and the Task Leaders in the Senior School, 

through the Head Girl.  

The staff and the Governing Body have had the opportunity to 

engage with Navigate Consulting Africa on this feedback and the 

Task Leaders presented their response to the survey feedback in 

writing. On Saturday, 29 May, the Governing Body, Campus, 

Senior School and Junior School Executive Committees met for a 

workshop facilitated by Ms Egbe Adeoye from Navigate 

Consulting Africa. The purpose of this workshop was to distil the 

information gathered from the survey and to start to align the 

leadership of the School on the short, medium and long term 

goals of the developing strategy. On the 26 June, this same 

cohort of people will meet again to develop the action plans  
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that will form the School’s strategy. This strategy will be shared with the community in July. 

At this Town Hall planned for July, the community will also be introduced to the newly 

appointed Director of Transformation and Diversity, who has been appointed to assist the 

School in meeting the objectives of the transformation and diversity strategy.  

 

We extend a warm welcome to Sister Maureen Madihlaba who recently joined  

our St Mary’s DSG Family.   

Sr Maureen will be assisting our community in the SAN dispensing her expertise, care and 

advice. 

Born and raised in Limpopo, Sister Maureen is both a parent and grandparent                       

whose family keeps her grounded.  

In her 30 years+ experience Maureen held various roles in different organisations and 

disciplines. She has served the community as an ICU nurse, Occupational Health nurse, 

Counsellor and even worked in the administration and finance departments at various medical 

institutions. This afforded her a wealth of knowledge, skills and experience.  

Sr Maureen has a passion to work, and engage, with people across all ages and strives to 

make a positive impact by promoting the best possible care for her patients.  

She believes her upbringing to have contributed to the values she has towards individuals, 

family, religion, life and health. Being a nurse for 30 years had taught her to be more reflective 

and appreciative of life as nothing brings her more joy than helping people.  

Becoming part of the St Mary’s DSG family is an exciting journey she is grateful and honoured 
to be taking.  As she recently said: “This job for me is more than just being a nurse, it is being 
what the girls need us to be at that very moment in support to their all-around well-being and 
growth. I feel very blessed.“  

 

All Things Science                                                                                      

The Grade 10 girls busy with a practical investigation on                                             

solubility of salts.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

Life Orientation Day  

 

 Toy Block Drive 

During the Outreach sessions on the Life 

Orientation Days, the Grade 8s and 9s were able 

to cut, sand and paint toy blocks for 

underprivileged nursery schools in our community. 

The girls learnt so much from our ground staff, from 

how to measure wood, use a mechanical wood 

saw and the difference between turpentine and 

lacquer. They produced over 150 beautifully 

painted toy blocks. Thank you so much to our 

wonderful support staff who went above and 

beyond in helping the girls.  

 

 

 

 

From the Geography Class 

GeoNtombi – Women in GeoInformation Science. On Monday 31 May, a number of 

Geography learners attended a webinar showcasing the evolving careers in Geography and 

Geographical Information Sciences. The four presenters discussed their journey through 

school, university and employment. The learners appreciated the vast knowledge and 

experiences shared and found value in the strongest message “Finding your happy place in a 

career is an ever changing process”. Thank you, SAGTA and Kartoza, for hosting this 

wonderful event.   

    

 

 



  

 
 

                              

Afrikaans Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afrikaans Pit Production 

The Grade 11 and 12 learners had the privilege of attending the Afrikaans Pit Production 

hosted at St Marys DSG. It featured the likes of Lee Visagie, a South African actress and 

motivational speaker who is best known for her role in the popular TV series, Isidingo. The 

production centred around the Grade 12 novel, Asem, as well as the poetry that is being 

studied in class by both the Grade 11 and Grade 12 learners. They were entranced from the 

very beginning while they watched their imaginations come to life on stage. The actors put a 

smile on everyone’s faces and the resounding applause could be heard across campus.  

I think I speak for everyone when I say that the Afrikaans Pit Production is not one to be 

missed.        

By Samira Botha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

Something to do for the Weekend  

Leek and Potato Soup –Recipe loaned from Ina Paarman (Serves 4) 

A delicious and filling soup. Served with bread and cheese it is a meal in one. Waxy 

potatoes with yellowish flesh are particularly flavourful. 

 

Products in this recipe  

Green Onion Seasoning, Chicken Flavour Stock Powder OR Vegetable Stock Powder 

You will need:  

2 T (30 ml) butter 
2 T (30 ml) oil 
½ t (2,5 ml) Ina Paarman’s Green Onion Seasoning 
4 leeks, well washed and sliced 
4 medium (500 g) potatoes, peeled and cubed 
4 cups (1 litre) water 
3 T (45 ml) Ina Paarman’s Chicken or Vegetable Stock Powder 
2 T (30 ml) chopped chives, marjoram or parsley 
½ cup (125 ml) fresh cream or full cream milk 
Ina Paarman’s Green Onion Seasoning to taste 

Method 

Heat the butter, until it foams, in a medium size saucepan. Add the oil, leeks, pre-seasoned 
with Green Onion Seasoning and potatoes. Stir-fry for one minute – turn the heat down to 
low, cover the vegetables with greaseproof paper, put the lid on the pot and ‘smoor’ for 8-10 
minutes while stirring once or twice. 

Add the water and Stock Powder. Simmer the soup for about 15 minutes until the potatoes 
are soft. Puree the soup and one tablespoon of the fresh herbs with a hand held blender or 
in a food processor until smooth. 

Add the cream or milk. Taste for seasoning. Serve with a sprinkling of remaining fresh herbs. 

 
With best wishes for a wonderful weekend and a great week ahead! Keep safe and warm. 
 

 
 
Mrs Odelle Howard 
Head of School 
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